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PROMOTE GOOD FALL COLOR

Bermuda Grass is one of the most
important and widely adapted warm
season turf grass species. Advantages of
Bermuda grass are that if forms a fine
dense sod, is more drought tolerant and
has relatively few insect and disease
problems compared to other grass species.
Limitations to Bermuda grass and warm
season grass in general are that they go
dormant and turn a tan straw color in
areas that are exposed to below freezing
temperatures. To some, this is a very . :
unattractive feature. g N

Fall color retention is a term that should not be confused with cold tolerance. Cold
tolerance refers to the ability of turf grass to survive through the winter months and is
a concern with warm-season turf grasses in the transition zone. Cold tolerance is a
measure of survival, and is a complex interaction of many factors: freezing
temperatures, desiccation, pathogens and abiotic factors. Extended growing season is a
different concept, which refers to how eatly the grass greens up and how late into the
fall the grass stays green. This article focuses on bermuda grass variety selection and
aspects of turf maintenance in relation to fall color retention.

In the Southern bermuda grass belt the first frost generally is not encountered until
mid-November or later. In these locations, you can perform management practices
that will significantly increase fall color retention with little risk of winter injury to the
bermuda grass.

Fertilization and cultivation have been suggested as a means of extending fall color in
Bermuda grass; however, few research results have been reported with fall color
retention as the objective. Nitrogen and iron have often been shown to increase green
color during the growing season if they are not readily available to the plant. In highly
calcareous soils of the Southwestern United States and acid soils in the Southeastern
United States, available iron is often a limiting factor for optimum bermudagrass
growth and colot. Bermuda grass is widely known for its excellent response to nitrogen
applications, resulting in rapid growth and a dark green color.

Therefore, for good fall color retention nitrogen and iron should not be limiting.
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SPECIAL POINTS OF
INTEREST:




EMPLOYEE BIRTHDAYS
Francisco Diaz, Grassworx Driver, August 1st
Edgar Sarabia-Diaz, EFS Crew Leader, August 2nd
Mark Johnston, Grassworx Crew Leader, August 9th
Reshma Frett, EFS Accounting, August 13th

Felipe Hernandez, EFS Laborer, August 22nd

Agustin Cruz, EFS Laborer, August 28th
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Carey DePasquale, EFS Account Manager, August 30th

EMPLOYEE ANNIVERSARIES

Noe Garay, EFS Operations Manager, August 16, 2001
Todd Mapes, EFS Account Manager, August 11, 2003
Elder Diaz, Grassworx Laborer, August 1, 2005
Reshma Frett, EFS Accounting, August 3, 2005
Milton Mendoza, EFS Driver, August 8, 2005

Manuel Lanz, EFS Driver, August 22, 2005

Mauricio Castro, EFS Crew Leader, August 23, 2005
Edwin Chavez, EES Laborer, August 28, 2005

Juan Flores, EFS Project Manager, August 28, 2006
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WHO AM 12?
Do you recognize this month’s Who Am I employee? Maybe some clues will
help...

& He has stood on the top of the mountain, where the highest winds on
earth have been recorded at 231 mph, but has never been on a jet airplane.

&€ He has a personal library of over 1300 music CD’s and 2500 books.

€ He has never been to Phillips Arena, but ran by it while competing in the
Peachtree Road Race.

Think you know the correct answer? Submit your guess by the time clock or in
the sales area. The winner will be drawn on September 1st and win a $10
Walmart Gift Card.




LOOK FOR THE GOOD

Congratulations to the winner of the July Look for the Good
contest; ?/+ 9(E%-30,%&rassworx Crew Leader. Mark was
nominated by Jason Kinser, EFS Account Mgr., for all of the extra
work that he and his crew has been doing. Specifically on the
Willovee Road project for Lewallen Construction and the Rockdale
County DOT project for CW Matthews. Both jobs have been a
little out of the ordinary and have required special needs. Mark has
spent a lot of extra time making sure both were completed
correctly. His efforts have definitely been noticed by the customer
and myself.

Thank you Mark for all your hard work and thank you Jason for the
nomination.

CREW OF THE MONTH

Congratulations to the winners of the July Crew of the Month
award; OD#' %P ' 43/ 3. ' Qfand 2 DADO, *3(=+DQ Rupetto and
Augustin worked as a two man crew for over half the month and
installed 37,552 linear feet at RY" ', @ 4" / 3(- %+ Which brings
him to 224,703 If installed so far this year.

Coming in with the second highest, feet per man hour, was
MO* /3(T" $ QD Qand his crew at 77. Osman’s crew also had the
second highest total footage for the month at BGIVE($X

We would also like to give a huge kudos to ) %8%/ K%M+ / (Jand
his crew. They had the highest total footage for the month of July
at BAR/E$(and the highest year to date at 229,452 If.

SALES CORNER

We would like to start off by congratulating H &8/" F' +; winner
of the July Sales Person of the Month contest. Jay had an ‘w o 4 = Geotechnical Sol

exceptional month, his revenue accounted for one third of the total & Y et o ~ . -Since 1981

revenue for the month of July!

Our two new account managers, Carey DePasquale and Kelley
Nast, are hitting the road in August. Carey will covering the south
Gwinnett and surrounding area and Kelley will be handling the
south Fulton and surrounding area. We wish them luck and look

forward to all the new business.
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EMPLOYEE SPOTLIGHT

Santiago began working at
E.F.S., Inc. on June 15, 1998.

He was still in high school and
worked at night helping to load
up the install trucks.

Because of his quick grasp of
the products and hard work,
he was quickly promoted to
Crew Leader.
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When E.F.S. made the decision
to hire project managers to work

directly with our customers and

YOUR EROSION CONTROL&
GRASSING SOLUTION IN THE

SOUTH SANTIAGO CRUZ

assist the crews. Santiago was a

natural choice for the position.

FEATURED JOBSITE -~

This month’s featured ) - -_%
jobsite is The Park Avenue
a Pulte Homes project off
of South Cobb Drive in
Marietta, Georgia.

Grassworx performed the
work here for Superior
Erosion Control out of
Cumming, Georgia.

In May 2008, Grassworx
applied a mixture of
Fescue, Clover and
Weeping Love Grass
followed by a Flexible
Growth Medium to the
Vertical Walls around the
project.

In the picture to the right
you can see that in no time
at all, you have a very
beautiful and eco friendly
solution to a common
retaining wall structure.




