
Landfills aren’t known as being 
particularly hospitable places. 
True to character, the soil 
capping of a cell in the Sumter 
County, South Carolina landfill, 
was pretty inhospitable to 
vegetation. The only way it was 
going to sustain plant life was to 
have life pumped into it. That 
could have been cost prohibitive, 
were it not for some creative 
solutions. 
The Sumter County Landfill is 
located in central South 
Carolina. A 20-acre cell of the 
landfill was reaching its 
capacity, prompting officials to 
close it. Following fairly typical 
procedures, a six-inch layer of 
fill dirt was trucked onto the site 
and compacted over the trash 
layer. Officials applied an 
additional six-inch layer of 
topsoil over the packed layer and 
tracked to final grade. Then they 
collected and tested soil samples. 
The goal was to not only 
establish vegetation as quickly 
as possible to stabilize the soil; 
but to also ensure that the 
vegetation would be sustainable. 
According to Chad Tidd, 
Carolina Division sales manager 
for Pennington Seed and a 
consultant on the project, the 

second half of that order is 
traditionally the most difficult to 
fill. 
Meeting that objective, however, 
took some education and 
innovation. Soil tests from the 
landfill cap conducted through 
the Clemson University 
Cooperative Extension, which 
does soil testing for Sumter 
County, determined the soil pH 
was around 4.5, with organic 
content only between 1-2 
percent. The engineers called for 
the soil’s organic content to be at 
least 4 percent, and the soil pH 
between 6.0-6.5. 
Conventional thinking was to 
bring in massive amounts of 
peat or wood by-products to 
incorporate 
into the soil.  
The cost of 
that would be 
very, very 
substantial, so 
they offered 
an alternative 
solution. 
NeutraLime 
was 
recommended 
at 160 pounds 
per acre to 

bring the soil pH closer to the 6.0
-6.5 range and improve nutrient 
availability. 
Five gallons per acre of 
JumpStart was needed to 
improve soil moisture 
infiltration and retention, and to 
provide a hormonal plant 
response for maximum root 
development and stress 
tolerance. 
BioPrime was recommended at 
160 pounds per acre to provide a 
slow release source for nitrogen 
(for nine to 17 months), ensuring 
plant health and optimizing 
delivery of macro and 
micronutrients to plants. 
A specially formulated 
Slopemaster mixture of 
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• Aaron Morales EFS Laborer  February 2nd 

• Joel Proctor  EFS Controller  February 10th 

• Mario Gonzalez EFS Laborer  February 15th 

• Julian Palacio  EFS Distribution Dept. February 17th 

• Michelle Williams EFS Customer Service February 19th 

• Hector Aponte  EFS Shop Mgr.  February 23rd 

• Sandra Cruz  EFS Receptionist February 28th 

• Luis Villanueva EFS Laborer  February 28th 

1,500 pounds per acre.  
The mulch holds 13 times its 
weight in water, for temporary 
erosion and sediment control and 
to keep seeds moist during 
germination. Work began the 
week of June 16, 2008, entering 

Pennington’s perennials, 
annuals and Durana White 
Clover was specified at 100 
pounds per acre. The seed was 
coated with Germ Max Seed 
treatment to enhance 
germination and plant growth, 
and MYCO Advantage™ 
Endomycorrhizae, which 
enhances root mass, root 
growth and overall 
nutrient uptake by the 
plants. The mix also 
included 100 pounds per 
acre of a water soluble 
fertilizer. 
The soil treatments and 
seed were mixed with 
hydraulic mulch which 
was applied by an 800 
gallon hydromulcher at 

the hottest time of the year. 
The final Sumter County 
Landfill site inspection  
occurred in mid July 2008.  
After four to five weeks of 
growth, permanent vegetation 
was growing throughout the 20 

acre tract. 
It took weeks of planning 
and effort to successfully 
grow the vegetation on the 
20 acre tract. 
With a combination of 
products leading to a 
permanent stand of 
vegetation, the soil on 
Sumter County Landfill  
will stay in place and 
prevent erosion in the     
long term. 
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Employee Anniversaries 

Employee Birthdays 

Hope you have a very  
happy birthday! 
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• Aaron Morales EFS Laborer  February 22, 2000 

• Omar Tomeo  EFS Crew Leader February 27, 2002 

• Julian Palacio  EFS Distribution Dept. February 2, 2004 

• Delfino Mendez EFS Laborer  February 2, 2006 

• Jose Salvatierra EFS Customer Service February 6, 2006 

• Michelle Williams EFS Customer Service February 27, 2008 

“Thank you for 
your continued 
hard work and 

dedication” 
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Congratulations to the January Look for the Good Winner; 
Joel Proctor, EFS Controller. 

Joel was nominated by Pat Spackman for the outstanding 
work he has done his department. The new procedures he 
has implemented and his hard work and dedication are 
evident in the positive change that has transpired in the 
Accounting and Human Resources departments.  

Thank you Joel for the continuous great work and thank 
you Pat for the nomination. 

If you would like to nominate someone for the Look for the 
Good contest, please send an email to Don Chambers at 
dchambers@efsinc.net explaining who you would like to 
nominate and why. 

Look for the Good 

Congratulations to the winners of the Crew of the 
Month award for January: Omar Tomeo, EFS 
Crew Leader, and his crew Mario Gonzalez and 
Luis Villanueva. 

Omar and his crew installed an amazing average of  
90 feet per man hour for the month with a total 
of 27,757 linear feet. 

Coming in second place was Bonifacio Ordaz and  
his crew at 78 feet per man hour with a total 
footage  of 27,176 linear feet. 

Crew of the Month 

Congratulations to Zane Martin; winner of the 
January Sales Person of the Month contest. Great way 
to start off the year! 

On a side note, we would also like to congratulate 
Carey DePasquale. Carey is also a member of the 
Atlanta Falcons Cheerleading Squad and was chosen 
out of the entire squad to represent her team at this 
years Pro Bowl in Hawaii. Aloha Ra Ra!! 

Sales Corner 



Employee Spotlight - Edgar Aburto 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Edgar has been a driver for Grassworx              
since May 8, 2006. 

He is a very hard working and upstanding 
employee. Edgar always goes above and beyond 

to get the job done. 

E.F.S., Inc. 
2450 Pleasantdale Road 
Atlanta, Georgia 30340 
Phone: 770-409-1515 
Fax: 770-409-1117 
www.efsinc.net 

Featured Jobsite 

Your Erosion Control & Grassing 
Solution in the South 

Grassworx SE, LLC 
Phone: 770-409-2391 
Fax: 770-409-9830 
www.grassworx.com 

EFS and Grassworx have 
been contracted by Cyclone 
Land Development out of 
Atlanta, Georgia to perform 
the erosion control and 
grassing on this project. 

Since the start of the project 
EFS has installed over 12,000 
linear feet of Wire Reinforced 
Silt Fence and 6,000 linear 
feet of Orange Tree 
Protection Fence. 

This month’s featured jobsite is the 
Walton Regional Medical Center in 
Walton County, Georgia. Although 
construction has been put on hold, 
upon completion the project will be   
a new 800,000 square foot medical 
center located in Monroe. 

Below is a photograph of the actual 
jobsite that has just been cleared. 


