
MANY positive developments have come about as a result of the passing of the 

Clean Water Act in the United States. Today, less than 40 years after the enactment of this 

landmark legislation, designers and installers have a significantly expanded set of tools to 

work with when addressing issues relative to protecting soil from the ravages of water and 

wind. There is, however, nothing new about erosion control. Evidence of the use of mulches 

for soil protection dates back thousands of years. We know that the ancient Egyptians used 

gabions for soil stabilization. Gabions, or fascines, played a key role in Americaôs 

independence. During the siege of Boston, George Washingtonôs troops quietly installed an 

artillery battery one night on Dorchester Heights. The battery was protected by wooden 

fascines, or gabions, that were filled with soil. In response, the British immediately realized 

their position was hopeless. They evacuated the city, never to return, and America continued 

on the road to independence. Erosion control is built on a set of timeless facts. Unprotected 

soil is extremely vulnerable to erosion. High water flows, significant storm events and wind 

can cause serious problems. Throughout history mankind has  adapted to these problems and 

moved ahead. Soon after the Clean Water Act was signed into law, the business of 

developing and improving tools for erosion control picked up some serious momentum, 

fueled by a demand for better products and techniques. Product innovation has been further 

pushed by the ever increasing enforcement of the Clean Water Act. Designers and builders 

were suddenly faced with solving erosion problems that were minimized or ignored just a 

few decades earlier. Public knowledge and awareness have also increased the pressure for 

implementation of appropriate and effective solutions. The Low Impact Development 

movement has pushed the principle of responsible development and the maintenance of 

historic runoff levels, and so, the demand for innovative ways to increase soil permeability 

continues to grow. Todayôs technology, while based on timeless principles, has opened 

many new doors to designers and installers.  
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Happy Thanksgiving 

We at E.F.S., Inc./Grassworx             
would like to take this opportunity         
to wish you and your family a very 

Happy and Blessed holiday. 



Safety Stand Down - Work Zone Safety 

Arturo Gonzalez, EFS Laborer, 

November 2nd 

Carmelo Chavez, Grassworx 

Laborer, November 3rd 

Todd Mapes, EFS Account 

Manager, November 3rd 

Edwin Colocho, Grassworx 

Laborer, November 6th 

Saul Gallegos, EFS Crew Leader, 

November 19th 

Carla Axel, EFS Sales & Marketing, 

November 22nd 

Fernando Valencia, EFS Fleet 

Manager, November 22nd 

Osman Velasquez, EFS Crew 

Leader, November 23rd 

Jacobo Bazan, EFS Production 

Crew, November 23rd 

Martin Fraide, Grassworx Laborer, 

November 28th 

Employee Anniversaries 

Tracy Smith, EFS Purchasing 

Manager, November 14, 1994 

Jose Fuentes, EFS Laborer, 

November 11, 1996 

Robert Vazquez, EFS Night Shift 

Manager, November 18, 1996 

Arturo Gonzalez, EFS Laborer, 

November 3, 1999 

Luis Villanueva, EFS Laborer, 

November 11, 2004 

Rudy Roblero, EFS Crew Leader, 

November 8, 2005 

Osman Velasquez, EFS Crew 

Leader, November 4, 2005 

Liliana Tello, EFS Human 

Resources, November 19, 2007 

On Wednesday, November 4, 
2009 E.F.S., Inc. / Grassworx 
joined GUCA, GHCA, GA DOT, 
OSHA, GA FHA and many 
others in a statewide Safety 
Stand Down from 7:00 to 
8:00 AM.  

These organizations are 
committed to sharing their 
collective expertise to help 
foster a culture of injury and 
illness prevention while 
sharing best practices and 
technical knowledge, 
especially in the area of work                  
ȊƻƴŜ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ŀƴŘ ά{ǘǊǳŎƪ .ȅέ 
hazards.  

What is a Stand Down? 

Construction companies, who know the 
value of safety training, use a Safety Stand 
Down to stop all work and provide a 
focused safety toolbox talk meeting in all 
their work zones, on one day, at the same 
time, on one particular topic.  

These types of meetings provide effective 
communication of safety policies, goals 
and expectations through all levels of a 
construction team. While stand downs are 
commonly used in the military, they are 
not new to the construction industry. 

Georgia Branch, AGC has hosted three 
safety stand downs in the past 18 months 
and many contractors regularly organize 
them for their employees. 

OSHA believes there is tremendous value 
in committing 30 minutes to one hour of 
your day's work to talk about safety, 
leading to increased employee safety 
morale. Stopping to talk about safety 
brings it to the forefront of everyone's 
mind! It is very important to communicate 
your firm's safety message to front line 
workers who constitute the largest group 
of our industry's workforce. 
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Employee Birthdays 


